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Exposition of the portion MAIN Exodus, chap. 25, v. 1. 
In the commencement of this portion we find the follow'ng verse : 


‘ And they shall make unto me a sanctuary, that 1 may'dwell among them.” 
_ The importance of these words must strike even a superficial observer, con- 
taining, as they do, a direct intimation of the presence of the Divinity among 
our ancestors, in the place devoted to His holy worship. The tabernacle was 
to be set apart for the Almighty; [lis praises were there to be sung—llis 
greatness there proclaimed; and, provided the fervour of true belief accom- 
panied the offerings of the mouth, He graciously vouchsafed to promise that 
His divine spirit should ever rest with His chosen people—His presence ever 
render them a holy people. Low this promise was fulfilled the annals of 
but, now, that we are, by our sins, deprived of 
our sacred land—now, that we have neither temple, nor sacrifices, nor. priests 
to atune for us, how shall we hope that God will still dwell among us—that 
His essence will still sanctify and hallow our prayers? How, but by a strict 


our past history can tell ; 


adherence to those points of the law which we are still able to perform in our 
We know that the Lord is a merciful God, that He ever designs to 
regard the invocations of those who call on Him with purity of heart; and, 


exile. 


we, therefore, humbly trust that the same All-powerful hand that redeemed 
our ancestors from Egypt—that increased their prosperity in Judwa—that 
would not permit their total extermination, whem by their idolatry and pride 
they had incurred His resentment—that stretched its protection over them 
when Nebuchadnezzar triumphed, and imperial Rome sacked—that was not 
closed when the inquisition, with its unheard of, and almost incredible 
horrors, glutted itself with the blood of the faithful—that was never withdrawn 
when blind ignorance, bigotted fanaticism, and iron authority were exerted to 
their utmost stretch to destroy ; that that same Almighty, but invisible hand 
will still be our shield and guardian, and like the “ pillar of fi 
our long and dreary, but not interminable ne On this cheering hope we 
must depend, and it is not a vain prop.— Put not thy faith in princes, nor 
in the son of man, for in them there is no salvation.”—No, Israel, rely not 
en mortal aid, trust not to the interposition of regal power, for they can avail 
thee nothing—look up to thy God with anxious but not despairing eyes, offer 
up thy orisons devoutly and fervently, to that Being who so long has 
watched over thine ancestors and thee, and He will not disregard thy suppli- 
cations. We have no temple, but we have still holy places of worship, 
therefore attend them; we have no burnt offerings, but we have prayers, 
therefore repeat them, not only with thy lips (for the utterance of the lips is 


re” enlighten 


we are ata loss to account for so extraordinary a line of com !uct. 


like a bubble of thin air, it vanisheth, and its passage is not noted) but with 
all thy heart, with all thy soul; we have no trespass offerings, but we have 
coufessicns of sins, therefore say them, and prove thy repentance by sinning 
no more; we have no priests to minister for us, but we have pious oni 
devout men who are able and willing to teach us “the word of God”, 
therefore listen to their instructions, attend to their counsels, follow their 
advice, and thus shalt thou shew, that though it has pleased Providence, for 
a time, to deprive thee of thine ancient blessings, thou art still not unmind/ul 
of His innumerable benefits—but art ever ready to acknowledge the justice 
of thy punishment, and thy firm unshaken reliance in His holy word. Let | 
temptations assail, promises of worldly advancement be given plent-ful as the 
sand on the sea shore, bright as thy dearest hopes could picture, thy wildest 
dreams of ambition conceive—but heed them not: recollect, man, frail, 
perishable man, (who is here to-day---to-morrow in his grave) makes them ; 


and, remember, that though he may think to make thee happy, his influence 


(even countenanced by God) can only extend to things like himself, fragile 
and of no existence—-but that a strict adherence to the law of thy Creator, 
though attended with taunts, contumely, and misfortune here, will not fail to 


secure thee bliss eternal, and a crown of glory hereafter, 


that the 
authorities of the western synagogue, St. Alban’s Place, lave refused to give. 
publicity to the declaration lately issued by the Rev. the Chief Rabbi; and 


We have heard with the deepest and most sincere regret, 


Valuing as 
we do many of the members of that synagogue, knowing their piety, and the 
love they bear to our holy religion, we are grieved to think that private cou- 
nections are allowed to interfere in what we consider, the discharge of a 
public duty.—The declaration was not levelled against any single individual, 
nor against his moral character, it was merely directed against the 
“ British Jews” as a body, and bore réference to their secession in an 
ecclesiastical point of view only ; we, therefore, the more deeply lament that © 
a few should have assumed the authority of legislating for the many, more 
especially when their efforts were directed in opposition to the highest power 
amongst us. Our sacred writings fully warrant the promulgation of the 
prohibition contained in the declaration, and the uncharitable might be 
disposed to attribute this neglect on the part of the authorities of the western 
synagogue, into a desire to throw a slur upon them, anda determination of 
recognizing the justice of the principles by which the new sect has been 
guided—we feel assured the wardens of the western synagogue are actuated 
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by no such motives (the many complaints we have received warrant this 
supposition) and we, therefore, trust that they will lose no time in remedying 


the error into which they have fallen, thereby removing the suspicion to which 
their present course must give rise. 


CHARITY & BENEVOLENCE CONSIDERED IN THEIR RELATIVE 


POSITION WITH SACRED AND PROFANE HISTORY. 
BY J.D. 


(Continued from page 53.) 
LETTER VI. 


In the concluding remarks of my last communication, I stated that in 
order to illustrate the principle there laid down, it would be necessary to 
take some liberties with our subject, and, among others, [ shall make free 
by introdveing some points of character from the writings of the immortal 
bard Shakespeure, in order to shew how far conflicting passions may over- 
whelm the mind at the same time. In borrowing my evidence from this 
creat author, who pourtrayed nature in the utmost similitude of truth, and 
who, even, made truth itself magnificently true, let me endeavour to impress 
on your minds the fact that in all his delineations of the masterworks of his 
art, truth and nature were his models, and wherever fiction might be called 
in to heighten the ground-work of his picture, it was in itself so peculiar and 
<o sublime, that it hung around it only as the drapery, mingling the lights 
and shadows of the whole. The tyrant of Scotland, Macbeth, whose soul 
~was overwhelmed by ambitious motives, and who waded thrceugh blood to 

the object of his desires, is yet subdued by a charitable feeling when one of 
his messengers brings word that the queen (his wife) is dead, and in the 
height of his revenge against his opponents, he suddenly exclaims “ she 
should have died hereafter—there would have been a time for such a word !” 
This sudden transition of passion, under such acute excitement, is demon- 
strative of the existence of an innate feeling, awakened by the workings of 
virtue and benevolence ;—stung with remorse at his own acts, and feeling, 
inwardly, how ill-prepared for death must the queen have been under the 
raging influence of a similarly guilty disposition, he feels, by a conscious- 
uess of his own inapt state of existence, how essential it was that the queen 
might have lived to repentance, while the expression “ there would have 
been a time for such a word” clearly implies a desire to lament the loss he 
had sustained in her death, the power of doing which is denied him under 
the existing circumstances by which he is more immediately oppressed ; 
surrounded on all sides by a powerful foe, the great passions of his soul 
‘ambition and revenge) predominate in a stronger degree for his own safety, 


vet, evidently, not to the total extinction of the sublime feelings of charity 
and benevolence. 


The same powerful effasion of an equally sublime feeling, may be dis- 


covered in the language of the noble-minded but much abused Othello, — 


whose noble nature was never wholly subdued by any of the various trials of 
patience and enduranee against which it had to contend; even in that 
position for which (if at all) he is most to be despised—when almost in the 
act of destroying his wife, and with the instrument of death and murder in 
his own hand, he yet withholds the deed while he demands of her if she has 
‘prayed to night"—and bids her “if she bethink herself of any crime 
unreconciled as yet to heaven and grace, solicit for it straight”, adding, with 
religious awe, “1 would not kill thy unprepared spirit--no, Heaven forefend 
—I would not hill thy soul’. In comparing the characters of two such 
important personages as Macbeth and Othello, both of whom were renowned 
for remarkable courage and loftiness of mind, it is curious to trace how 
passions, although ever so opposite in the nature of their unbounded in- 
fluence, may still lead to similar results, and it is no less remarkable show 
varying are the conflicting passions of the mind when unchecked by self- 
control. The tyrant Macbeth became a regicide from an impulse of ambition 
awakened in him by the persuasive argument of his wife, and not from any 
necessity—tie necessity of his becoming king was never apparent to him, 
and was even beyond his conception until forced upon his notice by his 
wife's delusive pencillings of greatness and grandeur, this awakened in him 
a spirit of ambition which urged him on to purchase regal dignity with the 
price of blood, an] to mai:tain it ultimately with the sacrifice of his owp 
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life : his reluctance to proceed in the work of death until tauntingly provoked 
by his wife, under the accusation of cowardice, and his horror-stricken 
frenzy which prevents him from retuining to the chamber after the deed, 
might have preserved his character from a decided stamp of infamy, had it 
not been for his inhuman slaughter of the wife and children of Macduff, 
whose lives could in nowise affect the execution of his own fate ; this lasi act, 
therefore, could not have proceeded from any other motive than that arising 
from a fiendish feeling of tyranny and revenge. The candid and generous- 
hearted Othello, subdued By a sense of honorable feeling and virtuous love, 
finds himself deprived of every hope that can render life endearing to him; 
still he does not act from a mere selfish motive alone; his contemplation of the 
intended murder of his wife, is followed by terms expressed in palliation of 
the offence, although they do not justify the deed, his declaration is mace 
accompanied by its excuse, and worked to a pitch of madness and horror at 
the imagination of his own dishonor, and the belief of his wife's incontinency, 
he exciaims “ Yes—she must not live--else she'll betray more men”; yet, * 
notwithstanding the impulse arising from lost affection and personal disgrace, 
the strict, though cruel sense of honor in which his soul is wrapt is still 
superior to any self consideration; and with the deepest but calmest pathos 
of heart-rending grief and [sorrow, he acknowledges his true nature in the 
following impressive soliloquy :— 


—_— Had it pleas’d Heaven 
“ To try me with affliction ; had He rain’d 

‘* All kind of sores and shame on my bare head ; 
 Steep’d me in poverty to the very lips ; 

“ Given to captivity me and my hopes; 

‘7 snou!d have found in some parts of 

‘* My soul a drop of patience fs 


But, alas! the fountain from whence sprang the current de.ight of his sou) 
was dried up, and his proud and dignified spirit unable to yield to the milder 
pewer of resignation, led hlm to become “ an honorable murderer’. 

(To be continued.) 


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A JEWISH GENTLEMAN. 


CuaPprerR l. 


* My mother! when I learned that thou wast dead, 
‘Say, wast thou conseious of the tears I shed ? 

‘* Hovered thy spirit o’er thy sorrowing son ? 

‘* Wretch ! even then, life’s journey just begun ; 

‘** Perhaps thou gav’st me, though unfelt, a kiss, 

‘* Perhaps a tear, if souls can weep in bliss.” 


CowPeR. 
My first recollections are of a melancholy nature. My beloved mother— 
her gradual decay—the sick room—the wail of anguish—the cry of despair— 


the house of mourning—all these are depicted to “my memory in forms as 
vivid as though but of recent occurrence. 


I could not have been above five years of age at the time, yet, often in my 
solitary moments, even after this lapse of years, I retrace the features, the 
kindness, the affection of that beloved parent. It is strange, that the scenes 
and. impressions of early youth should survive, while the actions of our boy- 
hood, and many of those of our after life are entirely obliterated from our 
recollections, Is it that the yet clear blank of the mind, undisfigured by the 
follies and vices of maturity, is more susceptible of impression, and imbibes 
with greater force the imprint of the senses, than when in after years the 
surface is defaced by folly, or corroded by crime? Strange, that the “ single 
tree” under which we have sat in early childhood, should bloom so ver- 
dantly in old age—while the innumerable forests through which, in manhood’s 
journey, we oft have tracked our devious way, are faded and gone. 


I was, as I before stated, but five years old at the decease of my mother— 
and yet I remember the heartfelt grief—the anguish--the despair I experienced 
at the deprivation. For hours I remained at her bed-side, unmoved by 
entreaties or persuasions ; and it was only at the repeated desire of my father, 
that I was induced to quit the chamber of death. 

If my feelings, even at that early age, were of so acute a nature, how 
much more poignant was the anguish of my father. To say he loved my 
mother, would be insufficient ;—he adored—he almost idolized t.er.—She 
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was lis guiding star —his ministering angel—their desires were in unison—he 
anticipated her every wish: and if his affection was thus extreme, amply was 
it merited. Never did woman more deserve the esteem of all, than Clara 
Mendez. er only failing (if failing it could be called) was pride of birth; 
of Spanish extraction, as her name implies, she could trace her origin far 
back into the time when her kindred ranked high in the counsels of their 
sovereigns; the kings of Castile and Arragon; and, denied by her faith 
from sharing in the honors of nobility, she gloried more in the connexion 
which her family had boasted of in days of yore, with the renowned sages 
Abarbanel, and Aben Ezra, than in all the tinsel glitter of the aristocracy. 


Another source of pride to my parent, was the inviolability with which her 
ancestors had preserved their faith—the faith of the patriarchs—literally, even 
in the fiery furnace. She gloried more in the devotion which had led 
Fernandez Mendez to the stake, in the reign of Philip, than in the splendor 
which attended the endowed Maimonides, at the court of the Egyptian caliph. 
They remembered the Divine adjunct “ in all places where thou shalt call 
upon my name I will come to thee and bless thee”. And they were blessed ; 
a pure fame—a spotless name—these were the heir-looms of her family ; these 
descended in a glorious line through succeeding generations. Confiscations 
of property—imprisonment of person—tortures—even death failed to shake 
them from the creed of their forefathers, ‘‘ They were swifter than eagles, 
and stronger than lions” to perform the will of their Creator, and the desire 
of their Maker. And when forced to expatriate themselves for ever from the 
land of their birth, and with tearful eyes to forsake the holy places they had 
built to themselves in secret; even on. the highways they sang “‘ Glory to 
God, praise to the Most Iligh”. | 


Exiled from Spain, they settled in Holland, where they resided in opulence 
and respectability—and it was at Amsterdam that my father (whose own 
family had dwelt in England since the return of the Jews through the inter- 
vention of Manasseh Ben Israel) recognized in the blooming dark-eyed Clara 
a scion of his own stock. Each day’s intercourse but ripened their growing 
love, and it was with the warmest delight that her aged sire resigned his 
beauteous daughter, his last remaining stay on éarth, to the tender guidance 
of my father. If the bonds of affection which linked them together were 


inseparable in their nature, how much more strong were they rendered by © 


the birth of a daughter, a year after their union ; thus forming, as it were, 
a living link in their chain of love—a being in which each could trace the 
impress of the heart’s affection—each other's form seemed to iive again but to 
be again beloved, 


Juliana was a child of promise---the idol of her parents. Succeeding 
_ years gave birth to offspring, who but lighted on our mortal earth, and like 
early rosebuds withered in their spring. 


My birth was a source of both joy and fear to my parents. The loss of 
two of their infants rendered them doubly ‘solicitous for my preservation. 
I was reared like a delicate and fragile plant, with watchful eyes and throbbing 
heart—my mother’s cares were crowned with success, I lived, 


I was the last fruit of their union, which continued through years, in all 
the joys attending hearts whose whole desire is in each other’s happiness. 


But felland sudden, like the dread simoon, even amid their extreme bliss, | 


the canker worm of disease marred all their hopes—the hectic flush—the 
suppressed sigh—the difficulty of breathing—that brilliant transparency of 
beauty bespoke the dreaded separation my mother ceased to exist. 


( To be continued. ) P. A, 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, 


Gentlemen, 


As the prevailing topic of discussion is the proposed Heb:ew 
College, I consider that the more that is said upon the subject, the more 
likely are we to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion. I have endeavoured, but 
without success, to understand the principles upon which the institution is to 
be founded ; there are various speculative opinions abroad respecting them, 
but there is not any person who seems to be aware of the precise plan upon 
which the institution is to be governed. 


Wherefore do not the committee come forward in a proper manly spirit, 
and say “ We propose to establish a College, where we intend to instruct 
Jewish youth upon this plan (naming it) but we require funds to enable us 


to bring it to maturity ; come forward and assist us in so laudable an 
undertaking”. 1 have no doubt, were they to specify the plan of instruction, 
it would be met by the enlightened Jewish public with a becom ng spirit 
of liberality, a spirit of which the Jews are never deficient. It appears to be 
tLe wish of the more orthodox portion of the committee, that the study should 
be limited to Hebrew and English literature: such a course I should consider 
to be decidedly objectionable, for it is impossible for a person to be properly 
fitted for clerical offices, unl-ss he is in every respect a classical scholar ; he 
should be a man possessed of sufficient knowledge to undertake the task of a 
controvertist should it be required—not that religious controversics should be 


encouraged, as they rarely tend to satisfactory results, but generally produce 
bitterness and hostility of feeling. 


The-pian ought to be “To enable Jewish youth to receive a liberal educa- 
tion, based upon enlightened principles. The classics and languages should 
be taught in conjunction with Hebrew literature, and a perfect knowledge of 
the fundamental principles of Judaism be inculcated. 


I have no doubt if a specific plan upon the above prineiples were proposed 
by the committee, it would be liberally responded t» by the members of our 
community; and 1 have every reason to believe, that there are many persons 
who are withholding their subscriptions, in order that they may see the plan 
upon which the Institution is to be governed. 


am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


A FRIEND TO EDUCATION. 


ENIGMA. 


meen sms 
N13) oD 
yar? wy? ATT 
709023 DORN ON 
AMM 


PARAPHKASE OF THE ABOVE. 
I’m a virgin, and fair is the hue of my face— 
I’m a widow, and black are the trappings that grace ; 
As avirgin, I’ve thousands who woo to possess, 
And happy the one whom I fly to and bless. 
I'm a wife, but the man o’er whose passions I reign, 
Is selfish and sordid, and seeks but for gain: 
I’m a servant to all, but mankind is my siave, 
I'm a friend to the living, but fly from the grave. 
I’m dumb, but I speak every language on earth, 
I’m nothing myself—but a name gives me worth ; 
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Like a soldier, I'm marshalled, 1 assist at parade, 
And the prize of the sailor through my means is paid ; 
But woe to the hand to me wrongfully put, 
mee You may score me ail over, but touch not my foot ; 
Who leaves his mark there, will be hurried away, 
And his boldness, in future, be well “* kept at bay”. 
] wander abroad fiom the place of my birth, 
1 traverse all regions, all nations of earth— 
But ne'er to my home do I care to return, 
For there the flames wait—I am destined to burn, 
My parents, their child to the elements give, ; 
So keep me, kind friends, if vou wish me to live. 
-Nore.—The author will thank any generous friend, 
Who the answer to this to the office will send. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISIT CHRONICLE. 


Sir—The letter in No. 9, of your valuable Journal, signed “a Jew,” 
induced me to peruse the article, spoken of therein. I must confess that the 
immediate feelings it excited within me, were those of the utmost indignation, 
but, upon a cooler refleetion on the matter it struck me that the whole was 
but for good, aconfirmation of the analovy | discovered between the Jew and 
man in general, as pourtrayed in Pope's immortal essay ; nay, that we might 
with greater justice apply it to the former, when the poet exclaims: ‘‘the glory, 
yest and riddle of the world!" The Jew is the glory of the world ; this is so 
creat a truth, that even the sarcastical author of the said article cannot resist 
‘ts force, and commences his picture by doing justice to the ancient descent 
of the Jews, whose family, he continues “is older than the decalogue itself, and 
who bears in every trace of his oriental countenance the most incontrovertible 
cvidence of the authenticity of his descent, through myriads of generations,” 

‘In him,’ he adds, “ behold a living argument forthe wuth of divine revela- 
tion!’ in him you see the literal fulfilment ofthe prophecies. Inceed, whatever 

‘the misfortunes of the Jews were, whatever character they may have given him, 
the high stamp of the Divinity which is imprinted on his visage could never 
be effaced, and has always been, as even now it is, granted him by his worst 
enemies. The Atheist is contraticted by the Jew, in his countenance: the 
sceptic traces, in legible characters, the uuth of revelation and existence of a 
providence; be contirms the Christian in his belief, and to himself he is the 
surest evidence of a peculiar destiny, and the most infallible prophecy cf 
‘uture greatness, The Pithom and Raamses of the Egyptiaus have long since 
ceased to exist; the exit of the Israelites from the land of bondage is there no 
longer thought of ;the memorable and wonderful theocracy in the’ desert has 
simost sunk into oblivion ; no vestige remains of the flourishing states under 
Daridand Solomon: the holy ground saturated with the blood of those sla n 
in the wars of the sneceeding reigns, has long since dried: ,the magnificent 

Jabylon, into which the idolatrous nation was conveyed captives, is no longer 
mentioned among the cities of the earth ; the second, as well as the first temple 
nas been laid im ashes: Zion is desolate and ruined, her inhabitarts are dis- 
persed among the nations, but the Jew and his law exist even to this day ; are, 


as of old, inseparable and like the God who has chosen the former and given the 


latter, immutable and imprrishable, The law came forth from Sinai, and the 
Jew became God’s instrument to promulgate it; the Jew was witness to Huis 
greatness, «ond the miricles le wrought him; He revealed His Wil!, so that 
it might become the law of the earth, and lis Unity which the universe (loes 
but silently teach the enquirer, was to be loudly and distinctly proclaimed and 
declared by the Jew. Such has been his vocation at all times, such it is still, 
and such will it remain unt all nations shall have acquired the true knowledge 
and ‘the Loid shall be One, and His name One.” But the people, whose 
glory is so great. have, alas! become an object of scorn such were the words 
of the prophets, and literally Lave they been accomplished, since the Jew 
anostatized ard tuned idolaier. Idolatry hurled the Israelites from the height 
upon which they siood, and tarnisbed the lustre and the brightness of their 
glory. But their apostacy was not left without due punishment, they were 
persecuted by all, and fugitive like Cam, were compelled to wander from land 
to land, submitting to the most eruel despotism, and bearing up against every 
species of oppression so long as they were granted shelter and an asylum .They 
now began’ to seek their Heaven'y Father again, clung more and more to His 
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law, nay, they even suffered martyrdom for their faith, but the number of 
their sins still preponderated, and the period fixed by the Almighty for their 
chastisement has not yet expired. What wonder then that a people, or rather 
a body of men, who were affl'cted by their Creator, should be exposed to 
the scorn, derision, contempt, and oppression of the more powerful among their 
fellow creatures ? what wonder then, that none thought himself so low, as not 
to let the poor outcast Jew, feel his superiority, however pitiful’. I by no 
means wish to lift the veil which covers centuries of darkness and intolerance, 
nor, shall I attempt to give even a faint description of the sufferings of our 
brethren in the middle ages, the essay would be equally impossible and 
ill-timed, I only wish to justify my assertion, that, although the barbarisin of 
those ages has almost totally disappeared, although a great portion of mankind 
has far advanced ir. civilization, and although the Jew, in most countries is 
recognised as a brother, still the effects of those persecutions have not yet 
completely vanished, and the character they gave him is not yet quite effaced, 
He, therefore, still serves for a butt, and is still exposed to the scorn or the jest 
of the ignorant, the wanton, and the malicious, their knowledge of the Jew is 
but superficial, they judge from outward appearances, and do not wish to 
acknowledge his intrinsic worth. Where inherent virtues are too obvious, 
where his philanthropic institutions plead too powerfully against the slanderer, 
there alone he cannot refrain from eulogizing the Jew, and is compelled to do 
justice to his benevolence and charity. The article in question furnishes an 
excellent proof of this my assertion, its writer going even so far as to recom- 
mend Jewish charity to his Christian brethren, who, as we all know are so 
greatly distinguished for that cardinal virtue. 


| have now shown that the Jew is both the glory and the jest of the world, 
and it remains but to vindicate him as its riddle; the task is easy—for who 
could be blind to the enigmatical character of the people that, hurled from the 
promment station which at one time they occupied, have not become 
amalgamated with any nations among which they for centuries have lived, 
who have faithfully adhered to their belief, and as far as was possible, obeyed 
their laws. Wherefore this distinction? wherefore theig humiliation’, On 
the other hand, so many advantages present themselves, while with one step 
they might escape all contumely, and with one act loosen ail the yet remaining 
fetters. This certainly seems a riddle, but, in fact, it only appears so to him 
who has been taughtto puta different construction upon the words of the holy 
writ: the Jew, the believing Jew, perceives clearly enough in them that he is 
reserved for some greater purpose, that his destiny is not yet accomplished, 
that, as well as many of the prophecies have already been veritied, the 
remaining portion of them will he, and must no less come to pass, and the day 
arrive, when all nations shall be reconciled ; when all, mindful of their descent 
from one common father, shall embrace one another in brotherly love, and 
unanimously exclaim, “‘ the Lord is God!, the Lordis One!” Requesting 


that you will give the above remarks, a space in your highly valuable columns, 
I remain your’s, very truly, 
Birmingham, 


DD. A. 


A MORAL LESSON. : 


There is a peculiar pleasure felt by most persons in finding fault with every 
quality or opinion expressed by others, that does not correspond with that 
possessed by themselves. The musician, wonders how the painter can take 
delight in the tedious work of the pencil, and the painter in his turn, cannot 
suticiently ridicule the taste of the musician in confining his pleasure to the 
production of musical sounds ; the man of study laughs at, while he inwardly 
despises them both, blaming their bad taste in finding so much gratification in 
mere mechanical arts, and their unrefined sneer at the philosopher for his 
devotions to intellectual pursuits, with which they cannot sympathize. Thus 
each condemns the other, forgetful that the grand principle in this world, is 
the adaptation of every part to its particular purpose, and that every mind 


finds most pleasure, when its powers have been exercised in those pursuits, 
congenial to its constitution. 


An air-pump and an electrifying machine were once discoursing on this 
subject. ‘‘Ah!” said the latter “ what a monotonous life is yours; all your 
pleasure consists in emptying your stomach of its contents, you are constantly 
labouring until you become exhausted, the up and down motions of your 
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pistons constitute the only variety in your existence, in fact, your whole atten- 
tion is occupied on trifles light asair. Surely, you are a wretched being! Why 
ot like me, keep constantly revolving in one never-ending circle of enjoyment? 
I can send out a light which will illuminate the world and astonish mankind 
at the immensity of my powers. Let any one but assert a negative when | am 
positive, by mere contact, I can make him jump some yards in the air: ships 
I can explode, and lightning imitate : and there is no gallant that ever shone 
at court, that can equal the spark it is in my power to create. These are my 
pleasures, how different to thine, poor unfortunate air-pump.!” ‘“ Take back 
thy pity, mean, boasting viper,” replied the pump, “ although you talk so 
high -and so loudly of yourgreat powers, what are you after all but a 
machine like myself,? what if you do keep constantly revolving? such a 
motion would but make me giddy. Your only boast is that you can give pain 
to mankind, but my pleasure is in exhausting myself to gratify their desires, 
You even disdain all common ties of sympathy, as if you come in contact with 
auy one in the same state as yourself, you respect him with indifference, but 
those that differ from you, you attract and embrace ; no one can even approach 
you without being shocked by your hot disposition. Your fiery temper nothing 
can equal, unless it be the vessel I sometimes see /aden with your loathsome 
material. As for your pride, it is such, that you cannot even move from 
place to place without a conductor, These are your glorious pleasures, how 
differeut to mine ! drinking in the pure stream of life but to eject it again; 
oA pts alternately rising in anger and sinking in submission, my whole 
life one constant round of incessant enjoymest. Compare me thus employed, 


forcing water and air to the mouths of thousands ; with thy dull, miserable 
lot, foul driveller, from my soul I pity thee.” 


Thus they contended for some time, each asserting that its own mode of 
happiness was’the best, when science, who had been listening to all their con- 
versation, angrily addressed them thus ; “ conceited fools! for what are you 
contending ?—know you nut that happiness consists in the proper use of the 
faculties and capabilities bestowed by nature? While you, air-pump, continue 
to pump air, and you electrifying machine, to produce electricity, you will be 
enjoying as much happiness as each of you is capable of receiving ; you will 
then be working in my behalf and fulfilling your duty in the world as intended 
by the Creator. But, how could either of you enjoy the pleasures of the 
o ther, if they are not in accordance with its constitution? such an.effort would 
only be a futile war against nature, and the result would be, certain disap- 
pointment. To fulfil each of you the purpose for which you were constructed, 
will be found the surest wav to happiness of which be certain 

** Kach has his share, and who would more obtain ?, 
“* Will find the pleasure pays not half the pain.” 

‘Thus rebuked each set eagerly to work, one pumping, and the other’ produ- 
cing the electric fluid, and satisfied that they were filling their proper places in 
creation, they never more found fault with each other's qualities. 

The moral from the above is this: that every man possesses a constitution 
of mind, which fits him for some particular pursust, in preference to others ; 
and his happiness consists in acting in accordance with that constitution, Let 
us not then blame those who take delight in occupations, which to us 
appear dull and stupid, but recollect, that our delights appear equally so to 
them, from the different constitution of our mental faculties. 


TO THE EDIT CR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, 


Sir.—A paragraph appeared in the “ Morning Chronicle,’ of the fourth 
lust, (professing to be copied from your Journal) relative to certain proceedings 
said to have taken place in the Hebrew Congreyation, at Portsmouth. 


Permit me to say most distinctly, that nothing of the kind as described, 
took piace here, in relation to the letter received from the Chief Rabbi, 


Your insertion of the above will much oblige, 
Sir, 
Your Obedient Servant. 
HENRY MICHAEL EMANUEL, 
President of the Portsmouth Hebre Congregation. 
[2, Onpxance Row, Poarsea. 


6th Teb. I842. 
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Notrs.—On receiving the above, we addressed a letter to the Editor of the 
‘* Morning Chronicle,” contradieting the scandalous report, and denying that it 
ever appeared in our columns, but with a spirit of unfairness, for which we did 
not give the conductor of that Journal credit, he has not only not inserted our 
communication, but has hitherto declined taking any notice of it. We are at 
a loss to understand the motives which actuate the Editor of the “ Morning 
Chronicle,” for we conceive it necessary, as a matter of justice, that the 
refutation of a Calumny, should find the same medium for circulation, that the 
calumny itself did; as this means has been denied us, we thus avail ourselves 
of the only course left to rescue our paper from so unjust and false a charge. 
We know not what correspondent so kind/y furnished the paragraph to the 
‘* Morning Chronicle,” but we suspect he 1s the same that wrote the article 
on the opening of the British Jews’ chapel, to which we referred in our last, 
and we regret that there should be any Jew so dead to shame, so blind to his 
own condemnation as to put the Christian public in possession of a declara- 
tion, which reflects so much discredit on the parties against whom itis levelled. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL JEWISH 
| COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT ENGLAND. 
(To be Continued Weekly.) 


Ramscate.—Is a delightfully situated seaport in Kent, seventy-two miles 
from,London, and is on account of the salubrity of its position, much fre- 
quented by invalids. The market days are Wednesday and Saturday, [tis 
not the size of the place nor the importance of our nation in it, that induces 
us to mention it thus early, for there are only nine families of Jews residing 
here—-but everything connected with our brethren of Ramsgate, must at all 
times be read with peculiar interest, not only by the present generation but 
by posterity, identified as is this congregation, with the name of our great 
patriot, Sir Moses Montefiore, the man who at the hazard of his life, the peril 
of his health, and notwithstanding the deprivation of domestic comfort, left 
this country on a mission to succour and defend the unfortunate and innocent 
martyrs in the east. The Jews of Ramsgate were formerly, not having any 
synagogue, in the habit of going to Canterbury, during the festivals ; but in 
the year 5593, Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore, built them a place of worship 
at their own expense and thus obviated the necessity of seeking a synagogue 
elsewhere. It is a handsome building, in the oriental style of architecture, 
and is situated midway, between the estate of Sir Moses and the town. The 
service is conducted by the reader, the Rev, I. H. Myers, and a choir of six 
young gentlemen, his pupils; there are no other officers attached to the 
synagogue, no offerings to charity, nor sale of FYYYD taking place; the Rev. 
Mr. Myers, likewise officiates as secretaty and registrar of marriages, There 
being no burial grourd, the dead are interred at Canterbury, upon the pay- 
ment of a small annual subscription, There is a philanthropic society here, for 
relieving those distressed Jews who pass through the town, it was founded by 
A.Henry and M. Miers, Esqrs. 1 reflecting on the state of the affairs of oug 
brethren at Ramsgate, we caunot refrain from dwelling for a moment on the 
enviable position occupied by Sir Moses Montefiore, possessing both the power 
and the will to serve his fellow creatures, he is never backward in his efforts 
in their behalf, and while some devote their energies to the acquirement of 
wealth, and some to that of fame, he exerts all his endeavours to gain the love 
of mankind, by his disinterested and liberal conduct. 


~ 


Rabbi Aaron delivered a lecture on the portion of the week, on Saturday 
last, in the hall of the Great Synagogue. The learned gentleman pointed out 
the bad consequences arising trom evil discourses, as compared with those 
resulting from improper writings ; the former, he said were evanescent and 
might perhaps leave no lasting impression, and were besides confined to a few, 
the latter were more durable, they were ever before the imagination because 
in print, and were circulated among thousands, the mischief therefore ensuing 
from a perusal of improper writings, was far the more dreadful. Rabbi 


Aaron in illustration of the subject to which he was particularly alluding, 
referred to an article on the necessity of expunging part ofthe Peyutim, which 
has lately appeared in the “ Voice of Jacob,” and stating his conviction that 
the writer had not a proper belier in the article in question, expressed a 
hope that no one would be guided by the arguments therein adduced. Rabbi 
Aaron will again lecture tu-morrow, 
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The motion for abolishing the penalty of HD") from the ascama of the 
Portuguese congregation, was lost at the general meeting of that body on 
Sunday last; the votes being 24 for the original motion, and 23 against It; 
there was an amendment proposed for referring the subject to the considera- 
tion of the committee appointed for devising means of improving the condition 
of the community, which was also negatived by the meeting; this result. 
however, does not preclude that committee from exercising their right to 
consider this question in the general course of their proceedings; and provided 
they can devise an efficient substitute for this penalty, whereby the unity of 
this congregation with its ancient place of worship may be equally secured 
and protected from innovations, we think that the question, upon being 
brought forward by them at a future general meeting, will receive that 
attention to which its importance justly entitles it. The urbanity of temper 
and strict impartiallityeof feeling displayed on the above occasion by Mr. 
Hannanel De Castro, the chairman of the meeting, eminently entitled him to 
the vote of thanks which the meeting recorded in acknowledgment thereof. 


) 


LIVERPOOL HEBREW EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY. 


The first public examination of the pupils belonging to this institution, took 
place on Sunday last, at the Portico, Newington, in the presence of about 
two hundred ladies and gentlemen. 


Though this society has been established but seven months, the progress of 
the pupils were as gratifying as it was astonishing, when we consider that on 
the admission of the majority of the boys “ it was impossible to select lan- 
guage sufficiently simple to be understood, and that they had to begin at the 
beginning and to spell the words in each day’s lesson. 


The examination comprised the following studies :— 

I. Jewish catechism; 2. Hebrew reading; 3. English reading, spelling, and 
grammar; 4. Hebrew translation with the elements of grammar; 5. Elements 
if geometry; 6. Principles of geography ; 7. Arithmetic ; and concluded with 

"7° which was chanted by several boys, assisted by the Rev. Mr. Openheim. 

It would scarcely be doing justice to the masters of the institution, 
Mr, Carrick and Mr. Abrahams, if we did not record the unqualified satisfac- 
tion evinced by the clever and correct manner in which the boys acquitted 
themselves in their respective studies, a circumstance which must be as 
leasing to them as it was to the committee to witness the early fruits of their 
benevolent undertxking. The assembly was briefly addressed by the presi- 
dent, also, in an eloquent and impressive speech by Mr. A. W. Hart, whose 
remarks we regret we are prevented inserting. The Rev. Mr. Isaacs kindly 
questioned the pupils in their Hebrew studies, and addressed the meeting in a 
neat and appropriate manner. From the flattering commencement of this 
undertaking, we augur the most favourable result, for we perfectly coincide 
in the remarks of the talented English master, that “the Jewish children of 
what grade soever in society, are not inferior in talent, but decidedly more 
acute and superior in many respects to any of the boasted priviledged classes 
inthe British empire. 


“COPY OF A LETTER ADDRESSED BY MR. N, DEFRIES T 
THE REV. DR. HIRSCHEL, 
26, Gratton{Street, Fitzroy Square, 


| Jan, 28th, 5562. 
Rev. Sir, 


With much pain I forward you a copy of my resignation of 
the offices which I have had the honor to hold in theWestern Synagogue ; I 
feel Sir I should not act with conscientious feeling and respect to you, and Sir 
M. Montefiore, and your ecclesiastics, if I did not resign the offices, I have 


no objection to your giving the utmost publicity to this copy of my letter | 


of resignation 


COPY. 
Gentlemen, 


It is with sincere regret I address you on a subject which 

above all others is most painful to my feelings, I allude to the memorable 
event which took place on Wednesday, 26th inst. and which will be an unlast- 
ing stigma in the Western Synagogue * it would be useless for me to endeavor 
© express myself on that subject as it is well known Lam a strictly orthodox 
Jew, and itis not possible that I can reconcile myself to representa Synagogue, 

when they are in direct opposition to all others. We have in our law bovk, 

law 63, page 75, ‘‘that any proclamation received from the high Priest, the 
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Rev, Solomon Hirschel, shall be read in the Synagogue,” and as you have 
acted contrary to that law, respecting a letter receiv from that gentleman, 
signed by his ecclesiastics. exhorting us to withold all communications with a 
sect denominating themselves “ British Jews;” and also another letter from 
Sir M. Montefiore, our worthy champion, on the same subject, I am therefore 
actuated by my conscience to resign that office which I have had the honor of 
filling nearly two years, as it would be impossible for me to retain it to repre- 
sent a synagogue with colleagues, who by their vote have sanctioned the plan 
laid down by the “ British Jews” to curtail our sublime prayers aud reject 
the oral law, in which I am a firm believer; I once more say I regret it, as | 
have felt much pleasure in promoting the welfare of this synagogue, and had 
it been a personal insult, 1 should not have acted as 1 have. 1 therefore beg 
to tender my resignation, and conclude by wishing the Synagogue every 
prosperity 
1 remain, 
Rey. Sir, 


Your’s faithfully 
N. DEFRIES 


The Hon. George Murray in company with Louis Cohen, Esq., visited the 
Free school, Bell-lane, on Saturday last. A lecture was delivered in the pre- 
sence of the honorable gentleman who expressed himself highly satisfied at the 
state of the school, and the proper and decorous conduct of the pupils. 


The Ball in aid of the funds of the institution for the relief of the indigent 
Blind of the Jewish Persuasion, took place on Tuesday evening last, at the 
London Tavern. We have read of Peris of the East, of the fabled beauties 
of Arabia, but we dreamed till now they were creations of fancy, too bright to 
be true, too gorgeous to be looked on by mortal eyes, Here, however, we ' 
witnessed a reality, that outrivals them all—the room seemed flooded with 
loveliness—as in a flower garden—turn were we might new charms met our 
enraptured gaze—new tints added brilliancy to the scene. This was indeed 
an assemblage of all that was fair in Israel,—the pearly teeth, the ruby lip,’the 
cheek blushing at the recollection ofits own white, the arched brow, the 
glossy hair, the bright eye, timid and confiding, but on this occasion, lit with 
a fervour borrowed from the holiness of the cause that had called so many 
together: all these were here, and the chain they have woven round our 
senses still holds us entranced. 

The party was very numerous, but extremelyselect, tickets being on no 
account transferable. Mr. Smart officiated very ably as master of the cere- 
monies; Mr. Lavey conducted his splendid band with his usual ability ; the 
selection of the music (from the P.ostittion, Prince of Wales, and other fash- 
ionable pieces) was very judicious, and the spirit with which the dancing was 
kept up, proves it was liked. An elegant supper was served at about one 
o’clock, after which quadrilles, &c., were renewed and maintained tilla late 
hour, The whole of the arrangements were so perfect as to reflect the highest 
credit on the committee and stewards, one will seemed to rule them all, 
one desire to animate the whole company, viz; to render the evening one of 
entertainment and pleasyre, as well as charity, We are exceedingly rejoiced 
to hear that the produce of the ball has gra ified the utmost expectations of the 
supporters of the institution. Upwards of £250 having been collected by 
subscriptions and donations. The prosperity of the institution of which this 
is the 23rd Anniversary, was proposed by Mr. Samuel, and its claims on the 
public advocated in a very eloquent and forcible appeal by Dr. Maurice 
Dyte. ti would be invidious to mention the names of any parties who were 
present ; but the assembly was honoured by the attendance of some of the 
most influential of our brethren, including S, H, Ellis, Esq. Isaac Cohen, Esq, 


CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK. 
Saturday Adar 2nd.—Feb. 12th, Section of Law to be read MIA 
Exodus, c. 25, v. I. 


Haphtoroth-- 1 Wings, c. 5. v. 26. Sab. goes out 55 min, after 5 
Wednesday..... 6th. 16th 

Thursday 9 7th. 17th 


Sabbath begins at Fiveo’Clock. 
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